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MHS Homecoming Prep is 
Underway 
By Ashley Albright 

     Homecoming is right around the corner which means spirit week and the pep rally are 
also coming. Homecoming is on September 30th and the theme is “Midnight in Paris.” 
Spirit week starts on Monday September 25th all the way through Friday September 29th, 
which is the day of the pep rally. The themes for Spirit Days are as follows: Model 
Monday, dress up and look good; Twin Tuesday, twin with anyone in the school; What 
Not to Wear Wednesday, students can wear something that they know you wouldn't wear 
on a regular basis; Mathletes vs Athletes Thursday, students can either show off their 
athletic side or their book smart side. Orange and Black Friday, the day of the pep rally 
you wear orange and black to represent the school colors.  
     The pep rally will begin during 6th period and run until the end of the day. Students 
can either purchase the school’s sound makers for the pep rally like the blow horn or you 
can bring in your homemade ones. Students in the previous years have put dry beans or 
gravel into an empty water bottle and used it during the pep rally. The Velocity Dance 
team will be performing at the pep rally. Games will be played, cheerleaders will cheer, 
and each class will try to outdo the other. The homecoming pep rally is free to attend. 
Students really seem to enjoy this time of the year. Students are divided into sections by 
grade in the bleachers where they will be able to compete against each other to see who 
can make the most noise. Have fun with Spirit week and may the odds be in your favor at 
the pep rally Friday September 29th! 
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MHS Revises Cell Phone 
Policy 

By Olivia Kanyike 

     It is no secret that we have a new cellphone policy at 
Martinsburg High School this year. Especially not after 
hearing about it every period for a week when we all 
returned to school after summer break. What exactly does 
that orange sign on the board mean, and how does it affect 
students? According to Assistant Principal Mr. Sine, the 
main thing he and the rest of the administrative team were 
and still are looking for with this new policy is 
“consistency" and with the sign they feel as if it plays as a 
constant and it helps keep students focused; focused in 
class regarding school work and not the newest Snapchat 
filter.  

     For the administrative team to construct this cellphone 
policy they sent out a survey to all of the teachers asking 
basic classroom questions trying to determine what the 
main issue was in most classrooms and tackle it. 
According to Mr. Sine, “this isn’t a type of punishment 
but simply a way to help students succeed and students 
shouldn’t see this as a punishment but more of something 
they (students) should be grateful for.” Mr. Sine also said 
we should be grateful because most schools in the county 
don’t allow phones at all, whereas we have a chance to be 
on our phone at least once a hour here.  

     Not all students are pleased with this new policy. 
Junior Michael Boaitey said, “It was expected, but I don’t 
like it because I got my phone taken.” Junior Chelo 
Teneval had a similar response when he said, “ I don't like 
it because I can't play on my phone.” Unfortunately, that 
is how things work if the sign is flipped to the NO 
DEVICES PLEASE side. Sophomore Nyjah Ferguson 
boldly said “It’s stupid and I don’t like it.” As you can see 
there’s mixed emotions between the staff and the students. 
Hopefully this works out for everyone in the long run! 
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Long Lunch Lines Cause Indigestion 
By Hailey Rudy 

2

sat down until the bell rang. Kyle 
Farmer got to the lunch line a 
couple minutes after the bell and it 
took him 16 minutes to get in the 
line and he had about 14 minutes 
to eat from when he sat down to 
the bell. The reason this is not 
okay is because all students are 
supposed to have a minimum of at 
least 20 minutes to eat.   
     How can this problem be 
solved? Well, according to Mr. 
Sherman "A lot more students are 
eating lunch, but not enough." 
What does this mean? It means 
that we do not have enough 
students buying lunch to justify the 
hiring of a new cook. If we had 
more cooks we could open another 
line. So, it's all up to the student 
body if we want shorter and more 
efficient lunch lines more students 
have to eat lunch. Let’s make this 
happen! 
 

1

     It has probably been brought to 
your attention that the school 
lunches are extremely crowded. 
There are over 400 students in each 
of the three lunch shifts. This is 
obviously too many students and not 
enough spaces or area for all of 
them to go. According to Mr. 
Sherman, “the numbers are the same 
as in the previous years.” Let alone 
there being not a lot of space there 
is not enough time for the majority 
of the students to eat. Many students 
are getting in the line right when the 
bell rings and are having 10 minutes 
and under to eat. Then there are the 
students that get to the cafeteria 
really fast and have the whole lunch 
shift to eat.     
     To prove this I asked some 
students to time themselves. 
Lindsey Hall gets to the lunch line 
in a sufficient time, it took her 2 
minutes to get through the line and 
she had 27 minutes from when she 
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What Seniors Need To Be Doing To Be Successful 

By Kristen A Miller 
 

2

tests. Seniors planning on going to a 
college in state may be looking at the 
Promise Scholarship. This can only be 
received by a student who obtains an ACT 
score of 22 composite with 20 subtests, or 
an SAT score of 1300 with a 540 in 
reading and a 510 in math. Not only does 
the Scholarship committee look at the test 
scores, they make sure that all students 
applying for it have a 3.0 cumulative GPA. 
Besides the Promise Scholarship, there are 
a variety of financial aid websites that are 
available to students. To find out more, the 
MHS Guidance department is always open 
to students and their questions.  
     Another thing that will come up during 
senior year is buying cap and gowns. The 
orders for these will come out around 
December, and according to Mrs. Stein, 
"The earlier you get them, the cheaper they 
will be. After December, prices go to $50 - 
$60, and I have to hunt those who don't 
pay, down." So, to avoid the price 
jump and Mrs. Stein, order yours early! 
Don't let the stress of these tasks get you 
down. Many MHS teachers are available to 
work with any student in order to help.   
  

1

  
     In order to prevent the last-minute 
stress of receiving all your credits, 
applying for colleges, and scouting for 
scholarships, here is a checklist of things 
you can do early to make your 
transition after high school easy. Before 
graduating, students must not be sent to 
Trans during senior year. Any past 
disciplinary records will not be counted 
against a student, but being in trouble with 
the school board the last year of high 
school is not a good idea. The first step to 
conquering senior year is 
making sure you are caught up on all your 
requirements from the past couple of years. 
In order to graduate, seniors will need 
these credits: 4 English, 4 Sciences, 4 
Social Studies, 1 PE, 1 Health, 1 Fine 
Art, and 2 Electives.  Taking the ACT or 
SAT is also a big part of junior and 
senior year. These tests help colleges and 
certain scholarship committees determine 
if students meet their criteria. Besides these 
two tests, many other schools 
require students to take 
a select standardized test depending 
on their major. A few of these may include: 
CLEP, MCAT, GMAT, or a variety of AP 
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Off the Field: Players Go the 
Distance for Young Fan  

By Kelsea Anderson 

     On Tuesday, August 22 2017, a few of our 
Martinsburg High School football players did something 
amazing for Brenden, a local 9-year-old boy in the fourth 
grade. Football players, Tavis Lee, Trey Henry, Aaron 
Pierson, and Grant Harman paid Brenden a special visit 
after he had been life flighted only a few couple weeks 
before.  
     During their visit they gave Brenden a football signed 
by the entire team, two t-shirts, and a signed practice 
jersey. Grant Harman explained that his neighbors had 
mentioned Brenden and everything that he was going 
through. They mentioned that he was a huge Bulldog fan 
and he knew what to do from there. "I wanted to be a good 
influence on this kid, be a role model, someone that he 
could look up to," said Grant. The boys plan to keep in 
touch with Brenden and his family and they are working 
on a way to get him sideline seats at the 50-yard line. The 
Bulldogs may have their eyes set on another state 
championship but they have certainly not forgotten about 
our community. 

Documentary of Football Team is In 
the Works 

By Chris Salgado 

     The Martinsburg High School football team has had renowned 
success the last few years. Under the direction of head coach Dave Walker, five 
of his teams have brought the State Championship title back to Martinsburg; and as success comes around, 
so does opportunity. Beginning this season, the football team is being documented on camera by a film crew 
from Irvine, California, for each player's stories and everyday routines on and off the field. A small group of 
men headed by producer Yaron Deskalo travels with the team everywhere they go for the show. During the 
pre-season, Yaron and his crew were around at practice almost every day with their cameras, gathering as 
much raw footage for the show as possible. According to Coach Walker, "Mr. Deskalo reached out to me 
and asked about filming a TV show, and I was all for it. It's really cool having those guys around and I think 
the players like it too." Currently, the crew is back in California making some touch ups of the content they 
have so far. They will return for the playoff season in November and December. "I really appreciate that they 
noticed our team's hard work. West Virginia isn't always recognized for successful sports programs, and it’s 
a blessing for an opportunity like this to come around. I hope the show displays how diverse our boys our 
and how well they work together. I've always liked the saying, 'Our diversity is our strength,' and I strongly 
believe that [our diversity] is what got us this opportunity," stated Coach Walker. The team is working hard 
every day to earn another state championship this season. 

From L-R, Grant and Brenden; Trey and Brenden; Trey,Grant, Aaron, Tavis and Brenden. 
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Dangerous Hurricanes 
Continue to Form 

By Kristen M. Miller 

     On Friday, August 25th, Hurricane Harvey 
made landfall in Houston, Texas. Harvey was 
a category 4 Hurricane. Harvey ended on 
September 2, 2017. The death toll from 
Hurricane Harvey was confirmed as 71 as of 
September 6th. Harvey was the third costliest 
Atlantic hurricane waging at $70 billion 
dollars. Harvey is even being considered more 
destructive than Hurricane Katrina. Harvey 
destroyed thousands of homes as well. Over 
100 people volunteered to help the victims 
trapped in houses. Hurricane Harvey caused 
flooding in Houston which made the damage 
worse.     
     According to CNN.com Harvey “ displaced 
more than 30,000 people and prompted more 
than 17,000 rescues. The hurricane had winds 
up to 130 mph. There were 8,000 evacuees, 
and the state’s largest public shelter reached 
capacity.” Also CNN news reported that 
“Sandra Bullock provided the largest donation 
to Houston of $1 million while Rachel Ray 
provided donations totaling $1 million to the 
animal shelters across the Houston area.” The 
population in Houston is 2,303 as of 2016.    
 
     Behind Harvey are several more 
hurricanes. The first one, Hurricane Irma 
which started on August 30th and continued to 
cause damage until September 12th was a 
category 5. Irma affected Cuba, Florida, the 
Bahamas, and the Caribbean. Irma is the 
second major hurricane of 2017. The damage 
cost is $62.67 billion. The next hurricane is 
Jose, a category 3 followed by Katia, a 
category 1.  Behind Katia comes hurricane 
Lee. And now Maria is devastating Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands.    

 

Hurricane Harvey Aftermath 

Hurricane Irma’s path 

Hurricane Maria’s path 

 

They just keep coming… 
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
By Tyler Brown 

October is breast cancer awareness month. According to the American Cancer 
Society, in a year breast cancer affects 252,710 women in the United States who will 
be diagnosed with invasive breast cancer while 63,410 women will be diagnosed with 
carcinoma in situ (CIS) breast cancer; CIS is non-invasive and is the most common 
form of breast cancer. Also, an estimated 2,470 men in the United States will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer. This year an estimated 41,070 people (40,610 women 
and 460 men) will die from breast cancer.  

To spread awareness for breast cancer, you can make a social media account, 
and let anyone with a breast cancer concern know where to go for information and 
support. Also to help out the cause you could donate money to breast cancer awareness 
or join a charity to help raise money for it. You could also raise money by creating or 
joining a fundraiser to help out. Every October an annual health campaign organized 
by major breast cancer charities come together to increase awareness and raise funds 
for breast cancer. Cancer survivor, Ms.Trumble said, “Conflict is like cancer: early 
detection increases the possibility of a healthy outcome.” So make sure you get your 
yearly checkup and if you have any concerns go to a doctor.  



 

 

 

Welcome Fall! 
By Noah Carte 

September 22nd marks the official first day of fall and as 2017 seems to be coming to an end, 
here are some of the things going on around Martinsburg and at MHS. In school sports, football, 
soccer, and volleyball seasons have already started. The MHS Theatre is putting on a production of 
Washington Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow this October. Orr’s Farm Market’s pumpkin patch, 
hayrides, and corn maze is currently open for the season and their Fall Festival is September 23rd. 
The Apple Harvest Festival is taking place October 19th through the 22nd with the parade on the 21st.  

Students at MHS are looking forward to many things this fall, like sophomore Emily Baker, 
who likes spending time taking walks outdoors because what she likes the 
most about fall is the weather, “when it’s not too hot and not too cold.” One of 
the things senior Nikki Sommer enjoys about fall is marching in the Apple 
Harvest Parade with the MHS Bulldog Band, while Winnie Lum enjoys seeing 
the leaves change colors, eating pumpkin pie, and Thanksgiving break. 
Halloween and the activities surrounding it, like going to pumpkin patches, 
haunted houses, and watching movies, like Mary Powers’ favorite, The 
Nightmare Before Christmas, are the most popular topic among students 
during the fall season. 
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